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May 17, 2005

Dear International Freight Systems client,

    The U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) has announced that the United States will begin implementing new rules and regulations on wood packaging materials on all import shipments entering the United States on or after September 16, 2005.

     These new regulations will cover all wood packaging materials contained in shipments imported into the United States including pallets, bracing, crates, boxes and dunnage and any other wooden materials used for the carriage or transportation of imported cargo.

     APHIS has announced that the import regulations for wood packaging materials be consistent with the International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) standards and conform with the International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) Publication No. 15. 

     The United States has signed a Memorandum of Understanding along with 162 other countries to implement these new regulations and standards.

     The standard requires that all wood packaging materials imported into the United States on or after September 16, 2005 be treated. The approved methods of treatment are:

     1)  heat treatment to a minimum wood core temperature of 56ºC for a minimum of

          30 minutes or

     2)  fumigation with methyl bromide

    The wood packaging materials must also be marked with the following information:

     1)  the designated International Plant Protection Convention (IPPC) logo.

     2)  the two-letter International Organization for Standardization (ISO) code for the

          Country that treated the wood packaging material.

     3)  A unique number assigned by the National Plant Protection Organization 

          (NPPO) to the company responsible for ensuring that the wood packaging

          material was properly treated.

     4)  The abbreviation HT (heat-treated) or MB (methyl bromide).
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    Wood packaging materials imported on or after September 16, 2005 without the IPPC mark must be re-exported. Wood packaging materials made entirely of pieces less than 6 millimeters thick in any dimension or made entirely of manufactured wood such as plywood, particle board or oriented strand board are exempt from the treatment and marking requirements. Also, wood packaging materials of Canadian origin are  exempt from the new regulations. 

    It is essential that all importers of goods into the United States communicate these new regulations to their foreign shippers and suppliers to ensure that the wood packaging materials used by these foreign shippers and suppliers conform to the new standards.     

    If your cargo arrives into the United States with wood packaging materials not in compliance and not marked with the IPPC mark on or after September 16, 2005, it must be re-exported. Treatment or destruction will not be permitted. This means that even though your cargo may have been shipped from its foreign origin prior to the September 16th date, if it arrives into to the United States on or after September 16th it will be subject to the new regulations. Also, the country of origin may not be willing to consider taking the refused wood packaging materials back because of their own regulations.  

    Unmarked wood packaging material may be separated from the commodity being imported, if the U.S. inspector determines that separation can be done without pest escape. A user fee will be assessed for supervising the separation of the wood packaging material from the cargo. But, once again, the country of origin of the wood packaging material may refuse to take the unmarked wood packaging materials back. However, treatment will be allowed if non-wood pests (known as “hitchhikers”) are intercepted with IPPC marked wood packaging material.

    For our exporting clients, it is advised that they confirm the destination country’s wood packaging materials regulations with their foreign customer prior to shipment. There are many manufacturers of wood packaging materials, both locally and nationally, that can provide wood packaging materials that will conform to the destination country’s regulations.

    More information regarding the importation of wood packaging materials into the United States is available at the APHIS website:

  
http://www.aphis.usda.gov/swp/guidelines.pdf
    For information about contacts for other countries National Plant Protection Organizations, the following website will be of help:

            http://nrsp5.prosser.wsu.edu/nrspppcy.html
    U.S. government contacts for information about the new wood packaging materials regulations are:

          U.S. Customs & Border Protection, Seattle, Susan Spinella, 206-553-2406

          U.S. Department of Agriculture, Washington, D.C., Bill Aley, 301-734-5057
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    For our export customers, page 4 outlines countries that are slated to go onto the ISPM 15 program and the effective dates.

    Please call our office if you have additional questions about the wood packaging material regulations. We will be happy to help you ensure that your import and export shipments are in compliance.

    Thank you.

Very truly yours,

INTERNATIONAL FREIGHT SYSTEMS

(of WA) LLC

Seattle, WA

Shelley Moine

Shelley Moine

President
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Program Overview

last update 2/17/05

NWPCA and the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) Animal and Plant Health Inspection Service (APHIS) have signed a Memorandum of Understanding (MUO) giving the association the authority to administer the Export Wood Packaging Material (WPM) Fumigation Program. The program conforms with the International Standards for Phytosanitary Measures (ISPM) Publication No. 15 Guidelines for regulating wood packaging materials in international trade and adheres to the Export WPM Fumigation Program Policy [AUG 2004] .

The  fumigation program is designed to have a system in place that will allow WPM to be used in export thus, facilitating international trade without the associated problem of quarantine forest pests. Here is the list of countries that are now or will be implementing ISPM 15: 

· New Zealand (Effective April 2003) 

· Australia (Effective September 2004) 

· Nigeria (Effective September 2004) 

· India (Effective November 2004) 

· Costa Rica (Effective January 2005) 

· South Africa (Effective January 2005) 

· EU nations and Switzerland (Effective March 2005) 

· Chile (Effective June 2005) 

· Philippines (Effective June 2005) 

· South Korea (Effective June 2005)  

· North America (US, Canada and Mexico) (Effective September 2005) 

· Brazil (Effective September 2005) 

· Columbia (Effective September 2005) 

· Guatemala (Effective September 2005) 

· China (Effective January 2006) 

· Turkey (Effective January 2006) 




XX represents the ISO country code.

000 represents the unique number assigned by the national plant protection organization.

YY represents either HT for heat treatment or MB for methyl bromide fumigation.

For more information, please go to:

http://www.nwpca.com/ExportTreatment/ProgramOverview.htm
